
 

 

October Newsletter: 
Maswala Bwanji? (how is the afternoon?) 
  
It is afternoon as I finish this newsletter. Our school term has been over for a week, its 80 
some degrees outside, and I my mind has been thinking on the upcoming and recent 
events. 
  
A weekend in the village 
Three weekends ago, I went to a village in the Chingare area, about 4.5 hours south of 
here, with one of my students, Francis Meza. While there I was able to preach 3 times, 
once on Sat. PM to Mkomah church, one of the church plants of Meza's home 
church. Sunday AM I preached at his home church- Mlambe (meaning Baobab- the type 
of tree behind the church) Baptist Church, which you can see in two of the pictures. After 
lunch at his house, we went to a nearby village where we joined another church during 
the end of their renewal services. While there, I was able to encourage the churches by 
preaching on the importance of being faithful to follow Christ (from Hebrews 12). As you 
can see from the pictures, both of the churches meet in small buildings, the third church I 
visited is even smaller. Yet they have a love for Christ that outweighs their 
circumstances. The Mlambe church is even planning on expanding their building next 
year. 
  
Graduation 
Last weekend, 22 of our students graduated from the seminary. These men with their 
wives will be serving (many already are) in various churches and other roles 
across Malawi. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to teach them. Next term we will 
have an incoming class of about 40 men and women.  
  
An upcoming trip to the village 
The other pictures are from a village called Sani in the Kasiya area, which is about 18 
miles west of here on the road to Zambia, and then another 20 miles north on a dirt road. 
This past June-August around ten churches were started in the area, which has a 
population of around 120,000. The church in Sani was started this July, and is already 
working on building their first building. You see a picture of how they are forming 
around 27,000 mud bricks, and then in another picture you see one of the kilns they build 
with these bricks to fire them into brick much like we use in the States. They plan to build 
the church themselves to replace the current thatched-roof meeting place which you see in 
another picture. This particular church is impressive for their eagerness to serve Christ 
and the fact that many in their village do not come from Christian backgrounds. You see 
in one picture the house of the chief, who has a red flag on his house advertising that he 
is also a witch-doctor (not an uncommon combination in this part of the world). What you 
can't see behind the current church is a Jehovah's Witnesses building. The J.W. building 
was built with money from other churches, yet this group of folks in our Baptist church 
are eager to build their own building, without waiting on a handout from others. They 
remind me much of the Colossian church, faithful in deeds, but facing definite doctrinal 
opposition from the outside that threatened to spill into the church. (See Col. 1:3-6, 2:8)   



 

 

This coming Thursday, Friday, and Saturday I plan to be in the Kasiya village where 3-4 
folks from all 10 of the new churches will gather for a time of training and worship. I plan 
to speak on prayer, the meaning of baptism, servant leadership, and the meaning of 
church membership. Several other pastors will go will me and speak also. 
  
A trip to Zambia 
Next Monday, I'll leave for Zambia where I'll spend a little over a month in cross-cultural 
training with a number of other newer missionaries. As a result, you won't hear from me 
next month. 
  
Well, I need to wrap this up with several praises and prayer requests. As you can tell, its 
been an eventful month, and one where it's been obvious to me that God is very much at 
work here in Malawi. 
  
Praises: 
- Our students finished the semester well, and around twenty are now returning to places 
of leadership and service 
-The faithfulness and enthusiasm of many of the young churches here 
-The opportunities God has allowed me to participate with him in his work here 
 
Prayer Requests: 
-For a good time of teaching and fellowship with the members of the new churches in the 
Kasiya area 
-That my permanent visa (TEP) would be granted before I go to Zambia 
-For a productive time of training in Zambia 
 
As always, thanks for your prayers. 
  
In kingdom service, 
  
Andrew 
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